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Cream of the News 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during Janu- 
ary was 1 percent above a year earlier after averaging 
4 percent higher in 1972. 

The index of prices received for Wisconsin farm 
products averaged arecord 416 percent of the 1910-14 
base in mid-January as livestock and crop prices con- 
tinued very strong. 

Production of all cheese in the Nation during 
1972 was 10 percent above the previous record out- 
put in 1971 but butter output was down 3 percent. 

Wholesale prices of butter declined from De- 
cember to January while cheddar cheese prices re- 
mained stable and Swiss cheese increased. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin for December 
was 13% percent under a year earlier as both beef and 
pork output was lower. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in 
January are expected to average $6.01 a hundred- 


weight, an increase of 1 cent from December in con- 
trast to the usual seasonal decline. 


The annual inventory of livestock and poultry 
on Wisconsin farms showed an increase in all cattle 
but a decline in hogs, sheep and lambs, and poultry. 

Wisconsin farmers reported paying an average of 
$24.80 in January for a feeder pig weighing 41 pounds 
compared with a price of $18.50 in January 1972 and 
$9.35 in January two years ago. 

The annual average number of milk cows on 
Wisconsin farms increased in 1972 for the second con- 
secutive year after several years of declining. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese and butter in the 
Nation at the end of January were higher than a year 
earlier but stocks of meat were lower. 

Prices of barrows and gilts achieved another high 
at the St. Paul market in January. Fed steers and 
slaughter cows at St. Paul also increased in price from 
December to January. 
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INCREASE IN MILK 
PRODUCTION SLOWS 


Production of milk on Wisconsin farms during January 
totaled 1,560 million pounds, an increase of 1 percent from a 
year earlier. During 1972, milk production in Wisconsin in- 
creased 4 percent from 1971. The 19,638 million pounds of 
milk produced in Wisconsin during 1972 exceeded the pre- 
vious record output of 19,358 million pounds in 1964. Wis- 
consin provided over 16 percent of the Nation’s milk supply 
in 1972. January’s milk output was up 5 percent seasonally 
from December compared with a 7 percent gain for those 
months a year earlier. 

The Nation’s milk production of 9,630 million pounds 
in January was down | percent from the previous year. Pro- 
duction increased 2 percent from December to January com- 
pared with a rise of 3 percent for that period a year ago. Out- 
put per cow, at 830 pounds in January, was up | percent from 
January 1972. 

Total milk production in the Nation during 1972 was 
120.3 billion pounds, up 1% percent from the 1971 output. 
The revised estimates for 1971 and 1972 are based on an an- 
naul review of more complete production and utilization data. 
Milk production in the Nation for 1972 was above the pre- 
vious year during each of the first 10 months of 1972, then 
dipped slightly below in the last two months of the year. 


Milk Production 



























January January Charge Revised 
Selected States from Jan.-Dec. 
1972 1973 

last year 1972 
Million pounds Percent sateen 
Wisconsin 2... ciacc aus.dielans 1,548 1,560 +1 19,638 
Minnesota %. cas es oarcs os 852 842 -—1 9,580 
TOWaA Warsrs cackciete cers Gare sus S74 356 —4 4,506 
IN@W? Viorks Oy orcs terete) 856 814 —5 10,190 
Pennsyivaniaiiere .y-'s)s is eens 593 557, —6 KUS) | 
Californias ip ey \s.crckeaeas 791 817 ad 10,430 
Other:states i... dimes % « 4,690 4,684 nec: $8,903 
Wnited States) 5.0.2.0" 9,701 9,630 -—1 120,278 





MILK PRICE EXPECTED TO REMAIN 
ABOVE $6.00 A HUNDREDWEIGHT 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold in 
January are expected to average $6.01 a hundredweight. This 
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would be an increase of 1 cent from December in contrast to 
the usual seasonal decline. A year ago in January the all milk 
price averaged $5.48 a hundredweight. 

The December price received by Wisconsin farmers for 
all milk averaged $6.00 a hundredweight for the first time. 
Milk prices in December increased 7 cents a hundredweight 
from November compared with a gain of 3 cents for those 
months in 1971. Milkfat content for December averaged.3.83 
percent, up slightly from the 3.80 percent a year earlier. 

Producers for the Grade A market received an average 
of $6.14 a hundredweight in December, an increase of 10 
cents from November and 46 cents more than December 
1972. Manufacturing grade milk, at $5.80 a hundredweight 
in December, was 3 cents higher than the previous month and 


Milk Prices 1/ 


December January 
price per cwt. 1973 
Average Price 72/71 price per 


test per cwt. bh hae change | cwt. 2/ 


November 1972 


Selected States 











Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 


Wisconsin ....... 3.85 5.93 rapes 6.00 ee 6.01 
Minnesota....... = gis) 5.53 5.15 5.60 9! 5.59 
TONWa'y ccd tee oes 3.82 Lee! 5.41 5.88 + 9 5.85 
INCGW? VOR Kee. one aie, 3.70 7.05 6.46 6.75 + 4 6.75 
California’. sti c:- 3.70 5.80 5.88 6.00 ae 2. 6.00 
United States .... 3.82 6.55 6.17 6.55 +. 6 6.52 
Wisconsin utilization : 
Market milk ..... 3.85 6.04 5.68 6.14 ar 3} XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.86 Sea! 5.28 5.80 +10 XXX 
Creameriesr: ara 3.86 5.60 5.18 5.63 sms) XXX 
Cheese factories . . 3.86 5-79 5229) 5.82 +10 XXX 
Varied prod. plants 3.88 5.66 5.24 5.69 em NS) OK 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 












Pee Dec. Change from 

Usiizatien 1971 last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk forall usesiirste cre «)<.8 0). «te ere 5.09 5.39 5.48 +8 
Market milk: oo ctccomtecssipisl ole sisal e 5.27 5.49 5.61 sted, 
Manufacturing mil kere sc iels. ce Bu eie 4.85 eae 5.30 +9 
Creamerics -icscta ss nostro 4.77 5.08 5.16 +..3 
American cheese plants ....... 4.87 Seep) 5.33 +9 
Varied products plants ........ 4.81 $.11 5.19 +8 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 5.58 5.87 5.95 +7 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 









52 cents above a year earlier. The spread between market and 
manufacturing grade milk was 34 cents in December compared 
with 40 cents a year ago. 


BUTTER PRODUCTION 
TO CONTINUE LOWER 


Weekly estimates of butter production in the Nation for 
January indicate a continuation of the decline in butter out- 
put. Churnings in January could be 7 percent under a year 
ago. The Nation’s butter production in December was down 
10 percent from the previous year. Output of butter during 
1972 declined 3 percent from 1971. Most of this decline 
came in the last five months of 1972. Wisconsin’s butter pro- 
duction in January fluctuated weekly but may be lower than 
in January 1972. 

Weekly estimates indicate that American cheese produc- 
tion in the Nation for January will show little change from a 
year earlier. December’s output of American cheese was up 
only 1 percent from the previous year but for 1972 the Na- 
tion’s production of American cheese increased 11 percent. 
Wisconsin’s production of American cheese in January may 
be about the same as a year ago. The State’s output of 
American cheese in 1972 was 12 percent above 1971. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 


United States 





American Cheese 











Periods 












Change 
from last |from last 
year 


Production 
1972 


Production 
1972 



















1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent |! 1,000 lbs. 
. above bea 80,951 —10 —- 6 116,013 tend) + 3 
1,109,553 =—"3 nc: 1,672,796 +) 14 + 12 
21,600 -—11 —19 29,700 + 5 + 5 
20,900 - 5 - 4 27,100 + 1 ay £9) 
20,500 —- 7 + 14 26,550 - 4 —- 4 
21,950 — 4 +. 5 27,400 - 3 - 4 
22,300 — 6 - 4 29,400 + 1 ee 
Sct 107,250 — 7 XxX 140,150 ni. € xxx 





BUTTER STOCKS 
UP A FOURTH 


Stocks of butter in the Nation at the end of January were 
a fourth higher than a year ago. There were 102 million pounds 
of butter in cold storage on January 31 compared with 82 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 

























Change 
: January 31,} January 31, } January 31, 

Commodity 1971 1973 from last 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Butter ve oii stes easisrs pote 119,258 81,825 102,113 ae 
Cheese, American....... 255,141 237,083 257,268 +9) 
Cheeses: SWISS xiaisyens.s ss) adeue 12,542 6,636 7,879 + 19 
Cheese, all other ....... 53,219 48,086 51,837 rn} 
Cheese. total Me eiencdonere 320,902 291,805 316,984 Ee} 
WISCONSIN 
Butter. sek ous aie meet 2,212 3,290 3,631 + 10 
Cheese, American....... 151,145 134,397 165,647 a= 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

Butter orc fera eave sete eee 94,727 58,106 78,626 +°35 
Cheese, American....... 839 3,415 113 sat 





*Included in above totals. 
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Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 







Change 
from last 
year 


Commodity 










1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk ............ 4,706 4,025 3,551 = 17 
Dried skimanulke.s. 02... 5%. 97,907 78,110 38,748 — 50 
Dried buttermilk 7.93% <5. 9,210 2,738 2,701 ei) 
Condensed milk and evapor- 
ated milk (case goods) 1/... 115,733 88,576 74,698 — 16 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


million pounds on that date in 1972. The Government owned 
more than 78 million pounds of butter in cold storage on 
January 31, an increase of 35 percent from the previous year. 

Stocks of cheese in the Nation’s cold storage facilities at 
the end of January totaled 317 million pounds, up 9 percent 
from a year earlier. American cheese supplies, which ac- 
counted for 81 percent of the total cheese stocks, were also 
9 percent greater than on January 31, 1972. Stocks of Swiss 
cheese in cold storage at the end of January were up 19 per- 
cent from a year ago while all other cheese stocks increased 
8 percent. The Government held only 113,000 pounds of 
American cheese in cold storage on January 31 compared 
with nearly 3% million pounds on that date last year. 


NATION’S 1972 CHEESE PRODUCTION 
UP 10 PERCENT FROM 1971 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during 1972 was 
10 percent above the previous record output in 1971. Ameri- 
can cheese production for 1972 increased 11 percent from a 
year earlier. Production gains for other varieties were Swiss 
16 percent, Brick and Muenster 10 percent, Italian 9 percent, 
and all other cheese 4 percent. Cheese production in the Na- 
tion during December was up 4 percent from December 1971. 
Both American and Italian cheese production for December 


were 1 percent above the previous year. Output of Swiss. 


cheese in December was 30 percent higher than a year earlier. 
Brick and Muenster production in December was up 5 percent 
from December 1971 while output of all other cheese in- 
creased 8 percent. 

Wisconsin produced 12 percent more American cheese 
in 1972 than a year earlier. The State’s output of American 
cheese during 1972 exceeded 751 million pounds and ac- 
counted for 45 percent of the Nation’s total. Production of 
American cheese in Wisconsin during December was 3 percent 
above the previous year. Minnesota manufactured 16 percent 
more American cheese in December and during 1972 than a 
year earlier. Although Missouri’s output of American cheese 
in December was down 16 percent from December a year ago, 
production during 1972 was up 2 percent. American cheese 
production in all other states during December was 4 percent 
below a year earlier but output for 1972 increased 9 percent. 

The Nation’s butter production in December was down 
10 percent from a year earlier. Preliminary estimates of butter 
production in the Nation for 1972 show a decline of 3 per- 
cent from 1971. Churnings of butter in Wisconsin during 
December were 6 percent lower than in December 1971. Wis- 
consin produced 202 million pounds of butter in 1972, about 
the same as in 1971. Butter production in Minnesota for 
December was 22 percent less than the previous year and 








Current Dairy Products Estimates 





Change from 
last year 


Dec. ‘|Jan.-Dec. 






Item and area 














1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
Wisconsin WG Giichwe sume: 15,244 14,260 202,060 —- 6 nic? 
Minnesota aot... ose. 22,294 17,300 259,698 — 22 —- 9 
TOWa tele ira ee abe rcs: Oe 6,734 5,900 87,040 — 12 — § 
Other states tiesto tes 45,609 43,491 560,755 -— § neice 
United States’... 24. ae 89,881 80,951 1,109,553 — 10 =— "3 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsingan.ere dete ve 49,630 51,300 751,400 ot sed + 312 
Minnesota sc. a<n.e sce. 14,652 16,963 190,217 + 16 +16 
Missouri Ge) veoe a cps 5,961 5,000 91,930 — 16 dat 
Other:states sey oc west 44,377 42,750 639,249 — 4 $9) 
United States) ann «are. 114,620 116,013 1,672,796 sot ee | +11 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss ladoreen. eee. 13,244 17,249 178,346 + 130 +16 
Brick and Muenster . . 5,070 5,303 67,962 ae + 10 
Limburger".. =... 242 230 25556 - § — 2 
FERS teil eeeei snes ones 43,022 43,467 491,910 teed Th 
AW Other (ic wise conve. e 20,794 22,481 198,867 =e + 4 
Ota Fees scaeva ejencat es 82,372 88,730 939,623 #8 ry att) 
ALL CHEESE 
United States, 7.4. 196,992 204,743 2,612,419 + 4 + 10 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd We peste sis sue 54,865 56,812 783,296 ae Cd 6 
Creamed 2 far stat, 74,204 74,583 1,038,262 Goo wl me EL 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WISCONSIN «2.55 <5... Sen 1,472 1,400 19,355 -— § — 3 
AUiNOTS\ ees ers, 2,710 3,250 43,305 + 20 + 24 
OWS (See Sete weiss > Fae 500 7,740 — 13 aos 
Michigan 2oec ecto 2,536 2,680 38,205 + 6 + 6 
MinMeSOta® cc ck susie nen 2,157 2,050 30,195 — § cane 
Otheristates V9.4 ee. 42,546 42,002 647,527 = il Aaa 
United States....... $1,998 51,882 786,327 noc; 5 deat 





1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 

output for 1972 was down 9 percent. Iowa manufactured 12 
percent less butter in December than a year ago and produc- 
tion during 1972 declined 5 percent. While butter production 
in all other states during December was down 5 percent from 
a year earlier, output for 1972 showed little change. 

The Nation’s production of cottage cheese curd in De- 
cember was up 4 percent from the previous year and output 
of creamed cottage cheese increased | percent. During 1972, 
cottage cheese curd production in the Nation was 6 percent 
more than in 1971 while creamed cottage cheese output 
gained 3 percent. The Nation’s ice cream production in De- 
cember was about the same as a year ago but output during 
1972, rose 2 percent from 1971. 


MILK COW NUMBERS 
HIGHER IN 1972 


The annual average number of milk cows on Wisconsin 
farms for 1972 was 1,832,000, an increase of % percent from 
1971. This was the second straight year that the annual aver- 
age number of milk cows on Wisconsin farms showed an in- 
crease after several years of declining. Milk cow numbers re- 
mained fairly constant in the first half of the 1960’s but de- 
clined 15 percent in the last five years of that decade. How- 
ever, milk production per cow rose 9 percent during that 
period to help offset the loss of cows. Milk cow numbers in 
Wisconsin began an upward climb in the second half of 1970. 
During 1972, milk cow numbers leveled off before declining 
slightly at the end of the year. 
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Number of Milk Cows in Herds on Farms, Wisconsin, 1961-72 1/ 

















January February July September | October | November | December 










August 





1,000 head 
1961..4.5).%7 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 
UDG 2 waren 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 Pea WEL G) 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 
SR Sas 2,150 2,150 2,148 2,147 2,146 2,145 2,144 2,143 2,143 2,142 2,141 2,140 2,145 
1964.) tess 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,139 2,138 2,138 2,138 2,137 2,135 play) 
UNOS oie te 25128 2,120 2,110 2,100 2,090 2,080 2,070 2,060 2,050 2,040 2,030 2,020 2,075 
EOGG 5 tesa 2,011 2,003 1,995 1,988 1,981 URES} 15970 1,965 1,960 1,956 1,932 1,949 15975 
USG7 a eke 1,946 1,943 1,940 159377 1,934 1,934 1,928 13925 13922, 1,919 1,916 1,953) 1,930 
19682 1,909 1,905 1,900 1,895 1,890 1,885 1,880 1,875 1,869 1,863 1,858 1,853 1,882 
TOGO Cees 1,849 1,846 1,843 1,839 1,836 1,833 1,830 1,827 1,824 1,821 1,818 1,816 1,832 
UOT O seaenetae 1,815 1,815 1,814 1,814 1,813 1,813 1,812 1,812 1,813 1,813 1,814 1,814 1,814 
ONT Meson avinres 1,815 1,816 1,817 1,818 1,819 1,821 1,822 1,824 1,826 1,828 1,830 1,832 1,822 
MOTB erate oie 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 17832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,831 1,832 





1/Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 


Milk Production per Cow, Wisconsin, 1961-72 1/ 
















January February October | November December Annual 











July September 





Pounds 
VOGL sw 4 671 639 760 760 825 855 aos 630 S75 615 610 675 8,340 
19620 ee ots 720 680 785 795 875 870 740 650 605 645 614 671 8,650 
LOGOS. 5 secn + 700 665 Tits 795 880 875 7135 660 610 650 630 695 8,670 
19645 26.005% 750 745 840 840 920 885 740 665 620 660 650 735 9,050 
ND GSS oer 785 740 855 860 920 890 afk 685 617 630 625 685 9,080 
1966...5; 730 690 810 835 900 920 795 725 660 670 660 740 9,140 
R96 Tees 780 735 820 855 920 925 835 ash Mess 690 705 680 740 9,440 
196825255 785 766 860 880 960 940 846 as 710 715 695 740 9,676 
19690975 we 780 745 860 875 975 992 885 810 735 720 700 VIS 9,853 
LOTO teste ene 810 765 890 915 1,000 1,000 905 835 750 766 als 7195 10,163 
LOT. Ba 6 840 795 910 940 1,025 1,005 905 845 770 785 735 790 10,345 
NO: fee le Ria 845 840 960 965 1,035 1,050 950 870 815 820 760 810 10,719 





Milk Production on Farms, Wisconsin, 1961-72 1/ 











January February March August September | October | November December Annual 



















Million pounds 


LOGI racrs 4 1,443 1,374 1,634 1,634 1,774 1,838 1559 1,354 1,236 15322 1,312 1,451 esi! 
NOG 22 ices aes 1,548 1,462 1,688 1,709 1,881 1,870 1 Merete ( 1,398 1,301 1,387 1,320 1,443 18,598 
1963 ee 1,505 1,430 1,665 1,707 1,888 1,877 1,576 1,414 1,307 1,392 1,349 1,487 18,597 
EO64. ee aiels 1,605 1,594 1,798 1,798 1,969 1,894 1,583 1,422 1,326 1,411 1,389 1,569 19,358 
ep ac o.cn 1,670 1,569 1,804 1,806 13973 1,851 1,604 1,411 1,265 1,285 1,269 1,384 18,841 
EGG ore 1,468 1,382 1,616 1,660 1,783 1,807 1,566 1,425 1,294 Load 1,288 1,442 18,052 
POG Teaaerstare 1,518 1,428 io Ot 1,656 ERS 1,786 1,610 1,453 1,326 13353 1,303 1,416 18,219 
P96 8M weak 1,499 1,459 1,634 1,668 1,814 1772 1,590 1,453 1327) ifo32 1,291 LS 18,210 
19693 erat 1,442 1,375 1,585 1,609 1,790 1,818 1,620 1,480 1,341 1,311 15273 1,407 18,051 
197 Oc reeme aes 1,470 1,388 1,614 1,660 1,813 1,813 1,640 1,513 1,360 1,389 1,335 1,442 18,435 
Oe ratels (ua 15525 1,444 1,653 1,709 1,864 1,830 1,649 1,541 1,406 1,435 1,345 1,447 18,848 
Me igieses Salo 1,548 1,539 thagfs@ 1,768 1,896 1,924 1,740 1,594 1,493 1,502 1,392 1,483 19,638 





1/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 


Milk Cows and Milk Production by Months, United States 
1970, 1971 and 1972 





Milk cows on farms 1/ 


1970 | 19g ero 


Milk per cow 2/ Milk production 2/ 


1970 uf 1971 | 1972 








Month 











1,000 Million pounds 
Jahuary woos 2 12,087 11,908 14,773 9,403 9,573 9,701 
February ..; 2 12,070 11,889 11,762 Waa 756 803 8,852 8,994 9,448 
IManch cui areupeere 12,053 11,881 11,749 838 860 893 10,099 10,220 10,487 
Aprilssetikeen 2 12,034 11,867 11,739 855 878 906 10,289 10,423 10,633 
May eo. tieiet 12,019 11,852 11,728 919 942 964 11,042 11,159 11,303 
TOne H.2 5 sees 2 11,999 11,841 je a a 892 913 938 10,703 10,815 10,983 
July nek ees 11,986 11,832 11,700 852 869 893 10,209 10,285 10,450 
AUSUSU) act peeks 11,969 11,822 11,689 813 834 854 ele ye} 9,860 9,982 
September .... 11,956 11,811 11,681 770 7190 808 9,203 9,328 9,443 
Octo bette -c 11,945 11,799 11,673 TEN 800 810 9,278 9,444 9,460 
November..... 11,932 11,794 11,662 740 763 771 8,832 9,004 8,987 
December. .%.,.:. 11,916 e175 11,652 782 800 807 9,319 9,427 9,401 
Annuals iy. 22 12,000 11,842 11,710 9,747 10,009 10,271 116,962 118,532 120,278 








1/Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 
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LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY INVENTORY 


The annual inventory of livestock and poultry on Wis- 
consin farms showed an increase in all cattle but a decline in 
hogs, sheep and lambs, chickens, and turkey breeder hens. 

All cattle and calves totaled 4,283,000 on January 1, 
1973, up 1 percent from a year earlier and the third consecu- 
tive year that cattle numbers increased. The number of cattle 
and calves on Wisconsin farms January 1 was the highest 
since 1965. Milk cows, at 1,831,000 were 1,000 less than on 
January 1, 1972. Beef cows totaled 313,000, the same as a 
year ago but 9 percent above two years ago. This is the first 
time since 1961 that beef cow numbers did not increase 
from the previous year. 

Heifers weighing 500 pounds or more intended for milk 
replacement were up 3 percent from January | last year while 
beef replacement heifers increased 1 percent. Steers and other 
heifers weighing 500 pounds or more numbered 423,000 on 
January 1 this year compared with 417,000 a year ago. Bulls 
weighing over 500 pounds totaled 47,000, the same as on 
January 1, 1972. Calves weighing less than 500 pounds 
amounted to 865,000 as of the first of this year, up 2 per- 
cent from a year earlier. 

The number of sheep and lambs on Wisconsin farms 
January 1 continued to decline sharply. There were 124,000 
sheep and lambs on farms January 1, 1973, down 12 percent 
from the previous year. In the last six years, the number of 


sheep and lambs in Wisconsin has declined 35 percent. Sheep 
on feed for the slaughter market on January 1 in Wisconsin 
totaled 15,000, down 6,000 from a year earlier. Stock sheep 
at 109,000 were 11,000 under January 1, 1972. 

There were 7,049,000 chickens (excluding broilers) on 
Wisconsin farms December 1, 1972, a decline of 5 percent 
from the previous year. Hens and pullets of laying age, which 
accounted for 83 percent of all chickens, were 4 percent be- 
low December 1, 1971. 

Hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms December 1, 1972 
totaled 1,475,000 down 17 percent from a year earlier. Hogs 
kept for breeding numbered 251,000, a decline of 9 percent 
from December 1, 1971 while market hogs were down 19 
percent. 

The total value of all cattle, hogs, sheep and lambs, 
chickens, and turkey breeder hens amounted to well over 
$1.4 billion, up 19 percent from a year earlier. The value per 
head for all species except chickens was higher than the pre- 
vious year. 

Farmers valued all cattle at a record $325 per head, up 
$50 from last year. All hogs, valued at $41.00 a head, were 
$12.50 more than a year ago and the highest since 1966. All 
sheep and lambs averaged $24.00 a head on January 1, up 
$2.00 from the previous year. Chickens, at $1.20 each, were 
down 5 cents from a year earlier. Turkey breeder hens were 
valued at $6.50 each, up $1.00 from last year. 


Number and Value of Livestock, January 1 


Wisconsin 






Farm value per head Farm value 





Class of Livestock 















1972 1973 





L972 1973 1972 1973 








1,000 head Dollars 1,000 dollars 





























Cowsrandiherfers that nave calves. 91) als + siege v4) 2) Sle 2,145 2,144 ~ _ = = 
BEeCIRCO WS ace cat emerctec at etetcee iat setae snake eres iclasl sre) e.cc0 313 313 - = = = 
MITE COWS tas sete seater taten Mewol frousu cis (cyelial «Moira Hay avd ssl 1,832 1,831 = - = Be 

Heifers 00\pounds/and OVer > 2.) <5 ses eels oe secs. = se 919 943 — = = = 
Foribeeficow replacementer. sche asco sacle selene + ayes = 98 99 — - = = 
HOC RI COW TE place mMeIitae iceman trsle ans a eyslsuces tenes 682 705 — _ = = 
Otherheifiersugsere stocks oue ik Sich tel atene ees acne oceoeeey coeds wie 139 139 = — = 2 

SteersssQ0 poundsiand OVE! -arramirte-nt= siebere oie) Gheliadel ol = 278 284 _ — — — 

BrllsesOG) POUNGssaNCdiOVeL es cmicilebek cuelsde is «fei \ cies) ete o> 47 47 _ — = = 

Heifers, steers, and bulls under 500 pounds............. 852 865 ~ — = = 
Aulicatilesand (Calves tee cts cs o.c.cekehapste sls sie ie espe veleltoyens ts 4,241 4,283 275.00 325.00 1,166,275 1,391,975 
Hogsyand’ pigs ii/erw erate cts iat ReRePel eh 6 i Sect sels gece as LIA 1,475 28.50 41.00 50,645 60,475 

Stockisheeprarid bani Sie.) se cieak at ketenePel iene so ts cosareiwle« 120 109 — _ = = 
Ewesul Year amduOl@er ses ayen<)s.0 Suchsts by oiGferd) s lerenee) one ie 95 88 ~ — = ae 
ESMVG RATT S saeco seeiel cack v1 sUeEn cAcnare. » o islieMskave: slew (etelspai« epoca s 16 14 _ — _ _ 
Rams. and wethers 1 year and older .......-.......- 5 4 _ — = = 
Wether and tam lata O seater pinay ey-s sere is wise cys ose 4 3 — _ a — 

Sheeprarid lambston feediemmr cis tains ss earls is elas = 21 15 = - — ~_ 
Adhshee pian Glamis mesieeetus cic lets sfanets =) chars) 6 2 ies es we 141 124 22.00 24.00 3,102 2,976 

Hens and pulletstof la yingrageme met sere ciety ster = > > sirenels te 6,142 5,876 - - - = 

Otheripullets (a. ae teres ocic eade eer caacbe teens. = = a) chetsiave eae 1,225 1,114 — — = = 

Milremchickenst reer scls ccs Seems eld cities cs lelciie's oes 66 59 — — — = 
AMICI C Ke i Si1i/22 eeehalys Crs cree nee e ais tntekeae Ae i #6 aes 7,433 7,049 ey) 1.20 9,291 8,459 
(Purkeyapreeder Nensi) /myrormectienenat opens comeran es: alee oe 81 76 5.50 6.50 446 494 

Total: valtse4 Pierre a crete arsceko ite eta cis wets ee eree - — _ _ 1,229,759 1,464,379 





United States 























BESE COWS). fbi. Ge ace eer denen eroaeha oh ate cba ey a elewt tere ier sPalalia plsleust 38,807 41,102 - = = _ 

WMUSTYONA oblunood ale t nln coli p pole orn tho ALC Cm oro 11,778 11,651 == = = — 

Al other Cattle ss ci.seruha. siscn cet s ae inlis Gk be soe seeps S elis fel 67,277 69,237 = _ = — 
Atilicattle:and ‘Galves trae wet hacer tne iea ies Shs eye! sis oi 117,862 121,990 208.00 252.00 24,519,645 30,691,129 
HOSS and Piss Ly va crsveiher ue chtensreneneAewees Ch suas hele eha (6: ste) Gu 62,507 61,502 28.50 41.90 1,781,341 2,575,029 
Sheeprand) lat DS iar apa vane vlee tener ate = = <tevekele et 18,710 17,726 22.90 26.70 427,741 472,900 
(CUVEE U PN) oldies ico: a beens CARIOIO. 2 0, c1 3 ok ERO ONS 425,576 406,528 2s: 1.28 524,002 519,770 
Murkevabreeder Mens uhy 13 )rye ry sna oe tehoi-utenale *\epslistete he 3,370 3,453 6.23 6.53 21,011 22,535 

UROEH ELITE? aloe akemeonih picinel biaipic Eh eae O PRE sco acy Sta eye ae = = = = 27,273,740 34,281,363 





1/December 1 previous year. 2/Does not include commercial broilers. 3/U. S. totals are for 26 states with 10,000 or more breeder hens. 4/Includes cattle, hogs, all sheep, 
chickens, and turkey breeder hens. 
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WHOLESALE BUTTER 
PRICE DECLINES 


Wholesale prices of 92-score butter at the New York 
market average 68.71 cents a pound during January, a de- 
cline of 2% cents a pound from the previous month. The 
wholesale butter price for January was about equal to a year 
ago. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged 63% cents 
a pound at Wisconsin primary markets in January, the same 
as December but 5% cents higher than January 1972. Whole- 
sale prices of block Swiss cheese increased from December to 
January. At 77:20 cents a pound for January, Swiss cheese 
prices were up nearly 1% cents a pound from a month earlier 
and almost 6% cents a pound above last year. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 














January December January 


Commodity 











1972 1972 197311] 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound.... 68.75¢ 71.47¢ 68.71¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/...... 58.50¢ 63.75¢ 63.75¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block’ pound'2i// exacts nt Sete eee 70.50¢ 76.00¢ 77.20¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ........ $7.70-9:10) 7 $8.10-95160 0S = = = 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

ALA, POUNG sey. ose ancls 2 cher eae re hele 31.31¢ 37.36¢ 39.06¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.0.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


PORK STOCKS 
CONTINUE LOWER 


Cold storage stocks of pork in the Nation at the end of 
January were 34 percent under a year earlier. Pork stocks to- 
taled 200 million pounds on January 31, a decline of 14 mil- 
lion pounds from the previous month and 101 million pounds 
less than last year on that date. Two years ago there were 
351 million pounds of pork in cold storage on January 31. 
Pork bellies amounted to 31 million pounds at the end of 
January 1973, down 63 percent from a year ago. 

Stocks of beef in the Nation’s cold storage facilities to- 
taled over 396 million pounds on January 31, an increase of 
17 percent from a year earlier. Beef stocks increased by 29 
million pounds during January and were 58 million pounds 
above January 31, 1972. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 







Change 
from 
last year 


Commodity 





Percent 






1,000 pounds 


Beef: 
PTOZetisk, 7.0. see ees 315,880 330,232 355,339 383,917 + 16 
In cure and cured ....... 9,801 8,222 11,778 12,521 SZ 
Totaly. 2a eee 325,681 338,454 367,117 396,438 +17 
Pork: 
Frozen? S092 ae eee 325,966 281,600 199,552 185,914 — 34 
in. coolers varie ae 25,090 19,526 14,652 13,960 -—29 
AL Otal 2" Meroe oe eee 351,056 301,126 214,204 199,874 — 34 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Veal; frozen. =. «<1. 9,226 8,893 12,606 14,600 + 64 
Lamb and mutton, frozen. 20,526 16,355 15,704 13,599 —17 


Canned meats in cooler: 


Ha mis eo eich ieee eon 44,924 61,262 44,833 47,703 = 22 
Othersmeats, 42). 5... see 18,377 19,511 15,838" 91055637 — 20 
Total; alltmeats,;..-,c: aetoe, 769,790 745,601 670,302 687,851 1S. 





Stocks of frozen veal in the Nation at the end of January 
were 64 percent higher than the previous year but lamb and 
mutton stocks were down 17 percent. With the large decrease 
in pork holdings, total meat stocks in the Nation on January 
31 were 8 percent below a year ago. 


RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
WELL BELOW A YEAR AGO 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial slaugh- 
ter plants during December totaled 98 million pounds, a de- 
cline of 13% percent from the previous year. Output of beef 
was down 5 percent from December 1971 and pork produc- 
tion fell 24 percent. 

Slaughtering plants in Wisconsin killed 101 ,000 cattle in 
December, a decline of 3,000 from a year earlier. The average 
liveweight of cattle slaughtered in December was £1108 
pounds, 21 pounds lighter than December 1971. 

Hog slaughter for December totaled 242,000, down 
74,000 from a year earlier and the lowest for December 
since 1965. Hog liveweight in December averaged 238 pounds, 
1 pound less than the previous year. During 1972, the num- 
ber of hogs slaughtered in Wisconsin was 13 percent less than 
in 1971. 

Wisconsin’s calf slaughter during December was only 
22,600, down 10,900 from a year earlier. Calf liveweight for 
December averaged 150 pounds compared with 147 pounds 
in December 1971. The number of calves slaughtered in Wis- 
consin during 1972 was 19 percent fewer than in 1971.'A 
total of 300 sheep and lambs were butchered in Wisconsin 
during December, a decline of 100 from the previous year. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 









Number Liveweight 




















Area December Change December 
from 
1971 [ 1972 | tast year 1971 ik 1972 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin ....... 104.0 101.0 —- 3 119.0 113.4 

United States 1/ .. | 2,870.0 2,866.8 n.c. 3,010.5 3,027.0 
Calves 

Wisconsini; -.1a).a4- 33.5 22.6 — 33 4.9 3.4 

United States 1/.. 301.2 239.1 eed 71.0 3527, 
Hogs 

Wisconsin ....... 316.0 242.0 — 23 75.5 57.6 

United States 1/ .. | 8,267.2 6,663.5 —19 1,998.6 1,605.9 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin ....... 4 ae) — 25 -039 -029 

United States 1/.. 884.5 779.2 —12 93.5 83.5 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


FEEDER PIG PRICES 
CONTINUE TO INCREASE 


Wisconsin farmers reported paying an average of $24.80 
in January for a feeder pig averaging 41 pounds. This price 
was $1.30 more than in October 1972 and exceeded January 
last year by $6.30 a head. Feeder pig prices in Wisconsin have 
been on the increase for the past two years since reaching a 
low of $9.35 in January 1971. The feeder pig average price 
for January this year was 30 cents above the previous high 
achieved in April 1970. 
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Wisconsin Feeder Pig Prices and Weights 1/ 








January April 






July October 





Dollars per head 





1965. 320585 10.50 12.10 13.00 15.15 
1966, Aoi 20.65 20.00 16.60 16.30 
19670 tas 14.50 14.75 15.20 14.90 
1963> 4% eae 13.70 15.40 15.10 15.20 
1969 sea 14.00 16.40 17.80 19.00 
1970 21.50 24.50 18.80 12.60 
197 1 eee 9.35 12.05 12.80 14.30 
19°72 eee ore 18.50 21.70 23.30 23.50 
19°73 eetete cs 24.80 

Pounds per head 
1965p. 42 40 40 40 
LSGG arenes 41 40 40 41 
Ue XS Ne ee 42 41 41 41 
196 Siete 42 40 41 41 
L969 Sites 41 41 41 41 
iL D7 Oars ae 41 39 40 40 
19°71 ees 41 40 40 41 
DD fF as Boas 41 40 40 40 
UO 7S aes 41 . 





1/Prices paid by farmers and weights are average for the month as reported by 
Wisconsin Crop Correspondents. 


LIVESTOCK AND CROP 
PRICES CONTINUE STRONG 


Livestock and crop prices in Wisconsin continued strong 
as of mid-January. The index of prices received for all farm 
products sold in Wisconsin during the month ending January 
15 averaged a record 416 percent of the 1910-14 base. This 
was 12 points (3 percent) higher than in December and 63 
points (18 percent) above January 1972. 

Hog prices averaged $31.00 a hundredweight for mid- 
January, up $2.50 from December and $8.80 greater than 
last year. January 1973 was the first time that hog prices in 
Wisconsin averaged over $30.00 a hundredweight. 

Steers and heifers averaged a record $35.40 a hundred- 
weight on January 15, an increase of $1.20 from the previous 
month and $5.70 above a year ago. Slaughter cows, at $26.10 
a hundredweight in January, were 40 cents higher than De- 
cember and $4.70 more than January 1972. 

Calves averaged $48.10 a hundredweight for January, 
up 90 cents from a month earlier and $5.90 above last year. 

Sheep averaged $7.00 a hundredweight at mid-January, 
the highest since April 1970. Sheep were $1.00 more than in 
December and $1.50 over January a year ago. Lambs, at 
$28.60 a hundredweight in January, were up $1.90 from De- 
cember and exceeded January 1972 by $2.70. The mid- 
January wool price of 45 cents a pound remained unchanged 
from a month earlier but was 21 cents above last year. 

Egg prices showed considerable strength in the past 
three months. The mid-January average of 49 cents a dozen 
was up 20 cents from October. Egg prices increased 10 cents 
from December and were 25 cents above January 1972. This 
was the highest egg price in three years. 

Turkeys averaged 24 cents a pound liveweight as of 
January 15, the same as a month earlier but 1 cent higher 
than last year. 

Hay prices continued to soar during January. Baled 
alfalfa hay reached a record high of $37.00 a ton by mid- 
January, up $4.00 from December and $13.50 more than a 
year ago. Oats also kept increasing in price. The average of 
89 cents a bushel on January 15 was 3 cents above the pre- 
vious month and 18 cents greater than a year earlier. 





Corn prices remained at $1.30 a bushel at mid-January, 
unchanged from December but up 20 cents from January 
1972. Soybeans averaged $3.85 a bushel in January, the most 
since reaching $4.00 a bushel in June 1948. The mid-January 
soybean price increased 15 cents from the previous month 
and was almost $1.00 higher than last year. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 








: January January December January 
oreMostiey 1971 1972 1972 1973 
Dollars 
Milk cows ...... 385.00 415.00 460.00 485.00 
Steers and heifers. ‘ 25.50 29.70 34.20 35.40 
Cows eibveies 3 dusk. 2 18.80 21.40 25.70 26.10 
Calves cic ccensn seus A 34.00 42.20 47.20 48.10 
HOGS isis teas.ee01e has 15.70 22.20 28.50 31.00 
Sheepiyew apie ce , 5.50 5,50 6.00 7.00 
amDbs? wn ates shape h 23.10 25.90 26.70 28.60 
WOOLE A aprbencan oie 4 Axe) .24 45 45 
Chickens: 1) Sema iy 085 .085 .095 .100 
Turkeys 4 sceaese A .220 .230 .240 .240 
bt We ae 3 .330 .240 .390 490 
COrm ones cae : 1.41 1.10 1.30 1.30 
Oatsigs cmos crass , -76 oFE .86 89 
SOY Gans... <n.) sere : 292 2.88 3.70 3.85 
Alfalfa hay, baled. 20.50 23.50 33.00 37.00 





1/Excludes broilers. 


FARM LABOR WAGE RATES 
HIGHER IN 1972 


Wage rates paid to hired workers on farms in Wisconsin 
and the Nation during 1972 averaged higher than in 1971. 
Wisconsin workers received an average of $387.00 a month 
with a house in 1972, up $25.00 from the previous year. 
Monthly rates with board and room averaged $295.00 in 
1972, an increase of $23.00 from 1971. Hired help in Wis- 
consin who worked by the day received an average of $12.30 
with board and room in 1972, a gain of 70 cents from a year 
earlier. Daily rates without board and room averaged $15.70, 
up $1.10 from 1971. Those workers employed by the hour 
in Wisconsin during 1972 were paid an average of $1.92, an 
increase of 7 cents from the hourly rate in 1971. Farm labor 
wage rates in the Nation for 1972 averaged from $17.00 to 
$21.00 higher by the month than in 1971. Daily rates were 
80 cents to a dollar more in 1972 than in the previous year. 


Farm Workers and Wages 
Wisconsin and United States 

















Wisconsin United States 
Item 
1972 | 1973 1972 | 1973 
January 
Farm Workers 1/ 
PLEO eevee Wale etevauaiere aie’ ata 10,000 11,000 670,200 688,100 
AI VILS. Aumteteriae a tinele atcncheis 147,000 148,000 2,618,000 2,639,700 
TPOtal se eyo ic.ce co) rerstas Sry: 157,000 159,000 3,288,200 3,327,800 
1971 1972 1971 1972 
Wage Rates 2/ 
By the month 
Withvho use gies, sah sy. era $362.00 $387.00 $340.00 $361.00 
With board androom ... | $273.00 $295.00 $263.00 $280.00 
By the day 
With board and room ... $11.60 $12.30 $11.20 $12.00 
Without board and room. $14.60 $15.70 $12220 $13.20 
By the hour 
No board orroom...... $1.85 $1.92 $1273 $1.84 





1/Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. 2/Average rates paid on crop and livestock reporters’ 
farms or in their localities for arrangements specified above. 
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The Nation’s hired farm help who worked by the hour in 
1972 received an average of $1.84, up 11 cents from 1971. 

Farm employment in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
January of this year was up from a year earlier as both the 
number of family workers and hired help increased. For 1972, 
the total farm labor force in Wisconsin and the Nation averaged 
1 percent less than in 1971. 


HOG MARKET REACHES ANOTHER HIGH 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market achieved 
another high during January. The January average of $32.49 
was $1.83 more than a month earlier and nearly $9.00 above 
last year. In the past two months, barrows and gilts at St. Paul 
have risen $4.78 a hundredweight. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
South Sf. Paul Monthly Averages !971,72,73 


TM mew a Oo ” | = 


eas ihe Peat “7971 





Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug.Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 





BEEF MARKET VERY STRONG 


Price of fed steers, slaughter cows, and feeder steers con- 
tinued to show strength during January. Good grade fed 
steers at the St. Paul market weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $37.45 a hundredweight for January, an in- 
crease of almost $3.00 from December and more than $5.00 
above January 1972. Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $28.87 
a hundredweight in January, up $2.11 from the previous 
month and $5.00 higher than a year ago. 

Feeder steers weighing between 600-700 pounds and of 
good grade averaged $43.81 a hundredweight at the Kansas 
City market during January, a gain of $1.89 from December 
and $9.53 greater than January last year. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
S. St. Paul & Kansas City Monthly Averages !970,71I, 72 


uve RS tase 
eFeerr" = 


Good Steers 


4 §. St Paul 
*Utility Cows 
. St Paul 
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